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Wherein are Cotttain'<C 

The Geheral Artiq^itv, die Rise, and 
RsAsONABLSNBSs of this Rdigious Ceremooy 
in the Gentile World: It's early Adoption 
into At Cburcb of Chnfi\ with a Free and Im« 
pardal Examination of the Reafons ^ 
£gned for it by the Antient Fathbrs. 

5y 4 Matter of Arts of the Unherftt'j of Oxford. 



Enduridioh non ad Oftentationem Ingenii^ ant Eloqaentise con- 
fcHpfi, verum ad hoc folnniy nt mederer Error! vulgo Rdig^- 
onem conftitnendum in Ceremoniis & Obfervationibus plufqiuiM 
yudmcis reram corporalium, ca quse ad PieUtem ipeftant nur^ 
negligentium. ERASitfUs. 

Stub have han the corrupt Inclinations of Man^ iver fuperfiiti- 
§uj!i given to make new honouring of God of his own Head ; 
trn then to have more AffeSlion and Devotion to keep That, than 
to Jearcb out God's Holy Commandments and to keep Them. 
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Sir Richard Steele. 



IN the ktigbtefi "Days of Britain, 
«;-&? « B I C K E BL S T A F F/w>/^^ 
in the Chair of Wit ^ and o'er this 
happy Landjbower'd Manna down, which 
fuited every Tafte, I had the Honour 
{tho' unworthy and unknown) to he ac- 
cepted as an humble Correjhondent : And 
it Fives me now a meiancholy Refexion, 
when I am once mere inclin'd to vijit 
the fVprld in Trint, that the only Ter- 
fon. 



fen^ who introduc'd tne^ to it, is Him- 
fflf rsUr'd. — Tq h an Intruder ufdn 
Soliiuek, 1 4M confcious, is Rudenefs ; 
b»tr 4s the greatfft Souls have never 
kefn [o mufh adafd, »s when depart fdi 
Suffer fHtt Sir, tQ approach your Recefs, 
(i^hifh. '^ht to be faered) with the 
Reverence due to the Genius of our 
IJles, and to make this fmatl Oblation 
of Gratitude to th' immortal Manes of 
r-6? S P E C T A T O R. 
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DISQUISITION 

: UP O N 

TOWARDS fiHE :: 

E .:A:::s,.s:^;;t. 

f LVINE WORSHIP being 
[■ air Aft ■ of peribnal ■ Addrefs, 
I tjianii the Perforpiance there- 
( '6f W& ftlduld tqrn binfclves to- 
i 'W^fdg'the Objcft *e' adore, is 
E the Rubrickoif''Kamrer, and 

compoh Senfe iX'btii fufficientty 1^^911115 ui. 

Now God bein^"iin*,bnini]^rtfttf5,;Ob|ft^, 




2 jf mSQJJ iBlt lOU upm 

7rifmgift. wbofe Center^ it has been faid of" old. is eveyy 

iVbt.^. where \ and whofe Ey«i» we re^^ 4re in 

*!• €vef^ Place \ it TeMtt ^ me t tiling very in*^ 

dijfeitatt whith WSty Wtt ram in making our 

Adreflb to Him ; for dM ure tannot any 
fray turn ftw\ him, iior cowaurdi him one 
Way more rium MCAher : for whether in pay- 
ing my DevodM I look iirp co Hnven, he 

h there ; or if ! M tew upon the Earth, 
and humble myfelf to Hell, ne is there alfo. 
For my part, therefore, I (hall readily own 
('fuppofing always he that officiates may be 
us well heardj it would be far from giving 
me any Offence, flibuld I fee a whole Con- 
gregation every one, if poffible, facing a 
different way froth each omer : thus would 
they bear Teftimpny to the Immenfity, the 
Ubiquity, or Omniprefciicc of the Deity 
Widi whom they have to do ; and under 
what more pertinent and awful Notion could 
they call Upon tiim ? 

I A M not ignorant, many ingenious, and, 
perhiips, not ill-meant Arguments have been 
devifed in favour of one unifbrm Afpe^ in 
the Service of God ; but am humbly of 
opinion, were they all put together in the 
Ballaoce, die fingle Idea of an Ottttilprefent 
Being, as above naturally fu^gefted to us, 
in point of Edification^ would ^ttCWeigh them 
all: nor can I ever hope to lee mote trwe 
Devotion and Decency than in t PM>ple 
afbing under a juft Influence oT this Concep- 
tion, t iHall only farther add at prelent ; 
in the Wbrihip of Images indeed, of falfe 

Gods, 



Wtrfi^ipk^ twt«r4s the E 4^ s t. i 

GWs^ tQ addrds QVrfelws rnore ways than 
OAe muft (for Reafoos fufficlendy obvious^ 
be a t^iog both ind^Qnt and abfurd *, but 
'tis the peculiar and incommuiucaWe Piftin- 

(ftion of the Worlhip of the true God, that 
which way foevcr we turn, ic will be a Cirr 
cumftaace by Nature perfectly indifferent. 

Y^xMerty faya the Preacher, have fought Ecckf.yii. 
$ut mwy Ivwntms,: So bufy and fruitful js ^9^ 
Fancy, that it haa produced various Opini- 
on, and varioui Parties on this very occafl- 
on, ai wiU abundantly appear to any one / 
vihQ will be at the pains to fearch after them, 

INworJUdfu^ faya /Vi»y, ■ ^ turn abpat 
tbii wbok fioA 5 and this Turn, we may 
karn from rlautus \ by the Romans was 
praftifed to the rigbt : but, from Pliny again, 
that die Mafters of the Ceremonies in France 
did at die fame tim€ opine, the Motion to the 
J^t had the more religious Caft, and was 
Wnftqucntly this more orthodoj? Turn of 
die two4 

But wav^ig the Decifion of a Point of 
ibis |Ji«cty and Monient in Theology, aa 

^ «^|i4QraRdo tptvm Corpu* Qlrajnuigiinas i 

Jttod in h^vam fffiiTc Gal]i» reU{;io9u8 ae4unt. P/|>r. 

^ Pifr. Quo me v^rtam nefcio. Z*^. Si Deps ftluta^^ 
dexdavorfam wofco. . fkut- Curml- 4&- i. J^- i- vise. 
Pb, J kma9 99i nhkh W0J f^ ^urn mf. Pa. Jf^y^if are 

> A a more 



4 :^ DISQUISITION «/^/i 

more proper for the Determination of the 
neift free General Council, than the Pen of 
a private Divine, I fhall proceed direiftly to 
the Subjeft of the Enquiry prbpofed ^' 

That Worfhiping towards the Eaft was 
a Cuftom generally received by the old Ro^ 
manSj may appear from this general Mai^im 
in their Temple-Architefture, ^ Let the 
Altars look towards' the E a s t. And as 
to the Grecians before them, the Right Re- 
Vol. I. p. yerend Author of their ArchcBohgia^ treating 
i7iS. of their religious Afiairs, tells us, 'Twas an 
ancient Cuftom among the Heathens to worfiip 
with their Faces towards thjeR as t : and in a 
following Chapter cites the Greek « Scholiafl: 
ypon Pindar remarking, That they were 
wont to turn their Paces ' towards the East 
'%vben t^y prayed to the Gods. And our 



^■ii* 



« ^ut that I may not feem ludicrous upon fo Sacred 
an AJfemblyy by offering any tiding beneath the DignitJ 
d/ their Conjt deration, let me here apprife the courteous 

Reader -By the Kubricks of the famous Mafsy in 

ilfum Sanim, /^^ Prieft is frequently enjain^d to kifs 
fhe Altar on the right Hand of the Sacrifice i^^»^^in 
his Marginal Hotes upon which our venerable Marty^- 
rqlogijl very ferioujly demands -^ Audi why not on the 
left Hand as welf? So that, for ought appears to me^ 
this may bfftill a moot Point in Divinity ; a ^0ion 
upon which the Dolors, 'Chr{ft(an as well as Heathen, 
differ- Vide A6b and Monuihcnts Vol. III. fub. Inii 
where alfo may he feen a Verbal tranjlation pf the Mafi 
in Englilh, by Coverdale. ■ '• • ' 

d Aras ^edlpnt ad Orientem. Fitruv. lib. iv. cap. ult. 

« the Original is thus recorded by Mr, Scldcn de Synedr. 
lib, 3; ««r# T«(( htvn>i(^ l^ftfpSi ^•t^^wi. 




ff^rfbiping Uibirds theEAS t, 5 

learned Spencer *", than whom few feem to 
have been more vers'd in Subjefts of thU 
Nature, obferves in general of the yet more 
ancient Heathens, That to turn them/elves 
tonx^ards the East, upon their firft Entrance 
into their temples ^ was accounted by them a 
Ceremony highly religious. 

And, if we go nearer yet to the Foun- 
tains of Antiquity, we fhall find the fame 
Praftice in uic alfo amongft the Oriental 
Nations, with whom we meet with an ex- 
prefs Term to our prefent purpofe, denot- 
ing the Point of the Heavens towards wluch 
they direfted their divine Worfhip. This 
they called their Kebla: for my firft No- 
tice Whereof I own myfelf indebted to the 
ineftimable Labours of that truly valuable 
Antiquary the late worthy Dean of- N(^.^ Conca. ». 
wich^ in his moft curious and entertaming ^\^yol\. 
Difcourfe of the S e c t of the M a 01 a n s, ^^ ^^ *^- 
whofe 8 K E B LA, he tells us, was the R i s i n 6 
Sun, u ^. (as he explains himfelf^ they aU 



immmmm^mmmtmmmm^mm^^t^i^mmrmmm^ 



f poft primum Templi introitum, Cercmoriia re- 

ligiofa ' admodam apud Ethnicos antiquiores haberetur. 
Df Leg, Heb, Rit. p, 845. EJ, Cantab, 1685. 

8 Keblah, Kebleh, ^r Kibleh, an ArabicljL Terntf 
that proper Ij fignifies the Place towards tahich they turn^ 
which one hath or ought to have before hitny &c. Di£Uon. 
Sacr. And that notable Linguift^ Mr. John Gregory, 
tells' us '"In the holy Way the E a st /V called Kedem, 
i. c. the Face 5 - - • tho* indeed Kedem properly fignifietk 
not the Face, but that which is brfore the Face^ and is thf 
fime with Kibla in the Arabkk. Notes &c. upon fomo 
Paflag^ qF Scripture > p. Si, E4» Lond. 165Q. 

i* •** ' ' 4[j(;ayi 



6 ^DISaUISITIOKf^ 

ways VMirflnped wUb tbdy Faces towards tb^ 
East: which ^lio was obferved of old by 
Lilx I. Herod(ftWj whom ^uUy ftUes the Father oIF 
Hiftory. 

Akj> indeed how exceeding ancient this 
Cuilom muft needs have been, we nuy 
p. 177, eafily infer from what Dean Prideaux^ upon 
his firft mention of the Magiana, informs 
us, vise That in the Times, whereof he 
is there fpcaking, M the Idolairy of ihi 
JVitrld 'Ofos dividm. kftf^m two SiSs. %nt I 
much qiieftion whether we are yet at the 
Source^ or firft Rife of the Cuftom now 
cnqtfired after v nay, X am rather iatisfied 
we maSt tUow it an higher Orig^ial. 

Feom the firft Se£U of Idolatry dien 
let our jDcxt Step be to the firft Objeo; of it, 
which» br the general Concurrence of an* 
cieat and modern Authors, waa^the Svvn¥ 
SoHcbonuubon^ fpeaking cf the Worfhip the 
Pbmdans and JEgypthus ("whom he ftiles 
the oldeft of Mortals) paid to the Sun, tells 
us— Ittis God tbej aceotmted fok Lord ofHe^ 
vim : * And Plato writes of the firft Inhabi-^ 
tants of Greece - - - They held the Sunj C^c^ 
to be the only Gods: and that tbe very name 
oAu Godp was originally derived from h7r, fq 



■^^ 



fc Ttkiv &M i»0fidtm ffJm i^mi »ifi»n fiu^iff^ ««r 
A«Sirt«y^ ifi wufk pit^k xijfiH uf^9^ apvd Kuf((b. Ub. 
i. de Araq). £v«ig.j^t>. b. 

.^btis ^m «r<$St ^M^t ate Plito in Cr^b* / 



Wiitfiilfini MMfds thi £ A ST. 

fnn. uUu&ng t6 the eof^/tant Cmtrfes perfbmed 
h the htawnfy Bodies. ^ Ludavicus Cappslhts 
tjius declares his Opinion, ^e moft ancim 
Idolatry 0/ all fims to have him that of the 
Sun: with whom * yqfiuSi « Stilling fitri^ 
" GaUy ® Jurieu^ Sec. do entirely accord, 

hvr firppofe we had not their Audio^ 
rity t^ warrant oar Belief J yet, as we have 
nothing to the contrary in the Records of 
holy Writ, the very Reafonablenefs, or 
Probability of the Fao:, may be admitted as 
an Evidence in the Cafe. ^ That Mankind is 
naturally prone to Stiperftition and Idolatry, 
ib as to worihip and ferve the Creature even 
more Aan the Creator, b a Truth but too 
manifeft from die Experience of all Ages as 

^ Quae (viz. Soils Adoratio) omniom prima & antf- 
qaiffima videtur fuiife Idololatria : Jnnotat,. apud Crit. 
Sacr. Vol. IX. Col. 3837. 

4 Nempe tit pstohtim abimo TC i -o qw e Ntunine recefTit 
Genus Humanum ; ita fenfim, Sc quaft gradibus quibuf- 
idiAi, kit ih ^k ir m ttpit hkreiimiia: primam Soli tUvinus 
obti^t Honos \ q<k aUiU eo fenfibos noftris vd confpi- 
«Ma Migb f^ tcccptom. 0^tf. de fbtoi. CtntU. M. ii. 

« The Worftfip of the Sun was, as far as »# C9n karu^ 
fhtp^at mtimfi tofif tblmy tfihe E^/hrs Cmin- 
^tfits* Offg. Saer. 40* i66ft.|>.44.. 

n The Supreme OijeB {ofTMiMr^l fhe^ogy) tifasy fi^ 
^emoft parti fim Pianeury Beity; firfi ike iSuM a me. 
Covrt dFthcGcHtiksy P«ft L p. 215. 

•MorHfieur Jurieu, batfii^r jftgmed fir tif9 AmifUttf 
itfibe CMAnms^ tmMet^ Or il eft ctttain «»£, <i«t 
\t flus mt&m CeXit 4» CMdeeiis c* €Mk cetoi dv 

SGkil:.Wfioift ^i j^ogmfyfiff^p*^7' 

well 
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Rom.i.25. well as St. Paul*s ; and that of all the Works 
of the Creation, the Sun firft engaged their 
Devotion may be held more than probable, 
if we confider only its Appearance and Ef- 
fefts. 

The former was incomparably the moft 

glorious of all their Eyes beheld ; infomuch 

that on this account alone the S u n is juftly 

p enough faid by our Poet to — look like the 

lib\, ^^^ ^f ^^^ ^^^ World : and by the divine 
Pf.cxxxvi. Pfalmift exprefsly aflerted to be made ---to 
8- rule by Day: Holy Job mentions the very 

Sight of it as a P temptation ; and Mofes as 
a ^ Compulfion to adore it. Nor Ih^U . we 
find the ' EfFefts of the Sun, if we confider 
its Ufcfulnefs to Mankind, lefs glorious than 
Its Appearance, or lefs attraftive of Adora- 
tion : So that ^ fome have been ready to 
apologize for, and even excufe the Idolatry 

of 



^ tfl beheld the Sua when it ft?ined" - and my Heart 
bath been fecretly inticed. Job xxxi. 26, 27. 

q Leaft thou lift up thine Eyes te Heaven^ fnd when 
ihoujeeft the Sun, &c. fhouldeft be driven to worjhip them. 
Deut. IV. 16. . 

f Voi&XLS,fpeaking of the Benefits of Light onlyy has this 
Expreffion -*- Lucem.r^m effe omnino divinam oflen- 
«dunt. De Orig. ^c. Idolatr. lib. ii. ^.314. 

^ JndMonJieur]\mtMfcruples not to affirm, Dc toutes 
Its Erreurs il n'y en a pas unc qui foit plus fupportable, 
que celle de ceux qui ont pris le Soleil pour une Dieu s 
car cct Aftrc eft fi beau, fi plein.des Traits de la Divinite, 
qu' on a bien pA facilcment prendre la Copie pour TOri- 
ginal. Hiftoire Critique, /. 406. Ed. Amft. 1704. 

nere 
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of the firft Race of Men towards this great 
and excellent Luminary. As they fenfibly 
received from the Sun thofe ineftimable Be- 
nefits of Light, Heat, and the Produ6tion 
of the Fruks- of the Earth, (their then Sub- 
fiftance) we may reafonably imagine, that, 
where Revelation or Reflexion did not fuf- 
ficiently intcrpofe, 'twas by the Sun all 
things appeared to them to livey move^ and 
have their Being ; that juft Foundation of di- 
vine Honour and Homage which the A- Aas xvil 
poIUe fo elegantly afcribes to God himfelf : ^8. 
their crime therefore was the more pardon- 
ftble as it was the more natural : And, to 



There may he farther alfa ojfered in their behalf, the 
'2 onji deration of the Influence which the Heavenly Bodies 
have upon the human^ with refpeSi to the Diftempers 
V here to they are fubjeB ; of this itfeems Phyflcians wert 
fery apprehenfive from the Beginning. One of the greateft 
ftbeprefent Age tells us^ the very firft Writers (ultimi 
Jcriptores) of the faculty are full of it^ and what his 
ton Opinion is may be Jeen from the Title of his Book, 
i^ iniperio Soils, Sec. and what he engages tofhew in his 
\rfl Entrance upon his SukjeSfi viz. Soils Lunseque 
rurfum, pro variis eorum Stationibus, varle Corpom 
loflra affic«re. To this, I think, we need only farther 
idd, the Hypothefis of that mo ft ancient Science ^f J^' 
iicial Aftrology which Mr. Gale ///// us began to jlonrifo 
tmongft the Chalckans i?W Egyptians even in the Beginning 
rf Idolatry : and concludes in tbefe words — If we grant 
the Hypothefis which Judicial Aftrologers have to this 
very Day contended for y that thefe Ceieftial Bodies have 
an univerfal Influence, not only on natural Bodies, but alfo 
9n Politick States, yea, on the Spirits of Men, and that 
direStly ; this, I fay, being granted, I cannot fee how we 
tan rationally deny thepi a Deity. Court of the Gentiles, 
«rtl. p. 219. 

JB t0 
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come to f)fj Pointy as the S u n was, upon this 
account the moft pardonable, I fee no rea* 
fon but that we may conclude it was alfo 
the moft primitive, cr firft Objeft of Ido- 
latry in the World. 

This being a fix*d Point: That the 
Cuftom of worfhiping towards the Eaft was 
an original Cuftom with the Worfhipers 
of the Sun, and confequently coeval, at 
leaft, with Idolatry itfelf, will be eafily fup- 
pofed: for what more natural in fuch a 
Cafe than for Men to falute the Return of 
their God •, to wait for his Uprifing \ fas the 
modern Phrafe is) to attend his Levee ; to re- 
verence his Appearance '9 and to be read'j to 
fa'j their Court the Moment he prefents himfelf? 

W E muft allow then the Cuftom of wor- 
Hiiping towards the East is founded in 
Reafon and Nature, with refpeSl to all that 
worjhiped the Sun : And as that Worftiip be- 
came the moft univerfal of all other, fpread- 
ing itfelf by degrees into ^ every Nation un- 
der the Sun ffor, fays one, the Univerfe is his 
fTemplef) no wonder this Cuftom, which a- 
rofe from the fame Fountain, fliould run 
the fame Courfe, and become univerfal al- 
fo ; whence, no doubt, have we the Proverb 
in ufe to this Day, — All the World worjhip 
the riftng Sun. 



+ Mundas univcrfui cft templum folb. Jlex, ah 
Alex, lib, ii. cap. zz. 

But 



ff^orfbiping towards the East. i i 

But, as it is feen in many other Cafes, 
when once Reafon has m^de a Cuftom, ihal 
Cujiomfiall maintain itfelf without the AJJiJlance 
of Reafony and perhaps in Defiance to it ; fo 
may it appear in the prefent Cafe: for in * 
Confequence of the general, and indeed na- 
tural. Rule by me laid down in the En- 
trance of this Difcourfe^ that, in worjhiping 
every one Jhould addrefs himfelf towards the 
Deity he adores^ it being become cuftomary 
for all the Adorers of the Rifing-Sun to 
worfhip towards the East, it became, . by 
degrees, cuftomary alfo, with Men at their 
Devotion, ftill to dire£i their Worjhip the fame 
Way^ tho^ the Sun were got into fome other 
garter of the Heavens^ or they were adoring 
fome other Deity. 

This I find to have been the Sentiment 
of two very learned Men, who have touch'd 
upon this Subject before me, and ftand a- 
bove cited in this Difcourfe : The Words of 
the firft may be thus tranflated : - - - ^ // is 
very likely the Cujiom was very ancient, and 
had its beginning with the firfi Idolatry of the 
Sun; viz. for Men to worfhip it generally as it 
rofe, and fo, whenever they were about any 
Devotion to turn themfelves towards the E a s t. 



^ Valde autem verifimile eft, perantrquum etiam efTc, 
& fortaffe a p.rimis Solaris Cultus temporfbus morem eum 
provenifle, ut prascipue colerent Solem orientem, ac, 
quocunque etiam tempore, ad Orientem converli preca- 
rcntur Dcum. VoJJius de Origine & Pros;re//u Idololatri^e. 
lib. ii. p. 320. Ed, Amft. 1641 . 

B 2 The 
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The other Paffage referred to I have literally 
rendered as follows : * - - « Beftdes thefe Places 
where tbej worflApei the Sun, without doubt 
they worjhiped it alfo in all their Temples^ and 
in all their other places of abode ^ at its coming 
above the Horizon ; and thence came the 
Cujiom always to turn them/elves towards the 
East, in all the Sacrifices they offered to the 
celeftial Deities. 

Some Exceptions indeed I meet with to 
this general Rule •, but it will foon appear 
to any one confulting the Point, That thus 
to worfhip towards the East was the com* 
mon^ tho' not conjlantj Cuftom of the Hea-- 
then fVorldy from the firft Entrance of Ido* 
latry into it : But as that is an Occurrence 
that bears no Date, fome fuppofing it be- 
fore, fome not till after the Flood, we 
cannot be exaft as to the precife time when 
' it began; nor, confequently as to the Be- 
ginning of the fo much celebrated religious 
Cuftom, which is the Subjeft of our prefent 
Enquiry •, for tho* I humbly conceive, it has 
been evidently (hewn, not to be at all infe- 
rior in Antiquity to Idolatry itfelf ; yet be- 
yond this I (hall not pretend to trace it. 



t Outre CC3 lieux, dans lefqucls on adoroit le Soleil, 
j?ns doubte ils I'adoroicnt dans touts leurs Temples, & 
diins toutes leur demeures, lors qu'il fortoit dc defTus 

I'Horizon : & de la eft venue la Coiitumc dc fe 

tourner toiijours du cote de TOrient dans tous les Sacri- 
ficci qui fe faifoient aux Dieux celeftes . Hiftoire critique 
des Dogmes tf des Cultes^ &c. /. 716. 



At the fame time I ^om not unapprifed, 
with what Vehemence a certain learned «Aca- 
demick, of no fmall Fame in his Generation, 
has contended ; The whole Worlds even from 
Adam down to Abraham*; time^ worjhvped to^ 
wards /i&^ £ a s T ; that it was an originalj prin^ 
cipalj and ought to have been an everlafting 
Ceremony 5 but thatj bj an Error of the Perfian 
and Chaddcan Worfkpers^ it having degenerated 
into an Idolatry to the Sun, Abraham, by the 
InftinSi of Godj appointed out the Weft to bis 
Hebrews ; and that therefore the Tabernacle 
and Temple were fet towards that Side of Hea^ 
veny God in the mean time feeming to leave his 
miftakm Place in the 'East: — And thefe 
truly are Notions that do not want their 
Admirers at this Day ; but as, in the main, 
they appear to me to be grounded only 
upon Talmudick Fables^ and Arabian Tales^ 
or what (in one Senfe of the Word indeed) 
we may call Comments on the Bible, I fhall. 



^•mm-s 



" Mr. John Gxtgory^ fometime <?/Chrift Church in Ox^ 
ford, in bis Notes andObJervations above cited, p. 84. fVb9 
bad alfo well nigbfinijh\d a particular Treatife upon tbepre- 
' Jent SubjeSf^ and under tbe fame Tit le^ \vl, ALKIBLAy 
i. e. The Kibla, wbereto be refers us ^.19. but tbis learn* 
ed TraSly it feemsy was lofiy wbicb tbe Editor of bis Works^ 
in tbe acount of bis Life prefixed, laments in tbis patbetick 

Manner : And bercy Reader ! I cannot but drop a Tear 

for tbe lofs of tbat bis excellent Piece^ entituled by bimfelf 
ALKIBLA : in wbicb Trafty witb very great Judgment 
and Learnings be vindicated tbe Antiquity ofEaftward A- 
dorationy as far beyond an Altar or a Crucifix y (tbe 
Rpmifh ^tf«»///) as tbe Flood precedes in time tbefe fuper^ 
ftitious Difiinaions of tbe Cbriftian : Wbicb gallant lU- 
futatiin of tbe Popifh Error, I tbe ratber mention^ Sec, 

for 
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for the prefent, leave them as I found them, 
and the rather, becaufe they will more pro- 
perly offer themfelves to Examination here- 
after. 

I DOUBT not but God, by his own gra- 
cious Appointment, was worfhiped of our 
firft-fathers before any other Being ; yet 
can I fee no juft Grounds, either in Reafon 
or Record, that fhould induce them, in their 
Adoration of him, to turn towards the E a s t, 
more than towards any other Quarter in the 
Heavens. 

For, firft, as to the Reafon, or Nature 
of the Thing, Ca$ I have above hinted) it 
feems to me an Abfurdity to imagine that 
he, who is by Nature equally in all Places, 
fhould be more efpecially in any one Place, 
or that we fhould fancy him fo to be, 
without any fenftble Appearance of it. Our 
great * Spencer^ I muft confefs, feems 
to declare his Opinion, That were it left to 
the Judgment of Men to decide which way 
God fhould be worfhiped^ the K as t would cer- 
tainly have the Preference \ And I am the 
more furprifed at it, becaufe he delivers 
this Opinion in the midft of a Difcourfe, the 
main Scope whereof is to fhew, That the 



X Siquid humano Judicio, in Sede vel Throno Numinis 
cligendo, tribuendum efTet ; Homines proculdubio aequo 
& decoro multo magis convenirc judicarent, ut Deus (qui 
Lux eft & Lucem inacc^ffam habitat) in loco aliquo verlus 
Oricntcm habitaret : £srV. De Leg, Hib. Rit. p. 846. 

Ancients 
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Ancients (who by fome are thought to have 
had the ufe of Reafon, nor does any thing 
appear to the contrary, but that they were 
left free to follow it in this particular,) did 
certainly wOrfliip towards the W e s t : but I 
Ihould be (till more furpris'd had not the 
learned Doftor introduced this his Obferva- 
tion with a Siquid bumano Judicio tribuendum 
effety were any regard to be had to Man's 
Judgment in the Gafe ; whereby to me he 
feems fairly to yield, he was not certaiii, af- 
ter all, Reafon could determine any thing 
in the Matter. 

And if Recourfe be had to Revelation ; a 
Man, unlefs he be throughly devoted to 
the Caufe, and of a fanguine Conftitution 
into the Bargain, will meet with little En- 
couragement (as far as I can fee) to believe, 
that this Eajlward Adoration was originally of 
God: for, in a word, 'tis the very reverfe 
pf that praftis'd in his own Houfe : for God, 
in the Temple, having made choice of the 
Weft-End wherein to manifeft his own Re- p. 217. 
fidence, this (as Dean Prideaux obfervcs) be- 
came the K E B L A of the Jews, and all that 
entered into the Temple to wor/hip Godj did it 
with their Faces totheWusr: nor was any 
thing a greater Offence to his People, than the 
contrary Pofture ; as is evident from that clwp- viil 
remarkable Paflage of Ezekiel, where men- *S» *^- 
lion is made of the Abomination of 25 Men 
ftanding in the Court of the Lord's Houfe 
with their faces towards the^Asr: for which 

very 
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u^ fupra Tcry Reafon ("as the Dean r obfcrves) Hey 
were looked upon as Apofiates that had changed 
their Religion^ and were gone over to the Wor* 
ftnp of tbeMACij u c. the Idolatry of the Sun. 

Dcut. ir. To prevent which alfo we find MofeSy in his 
'^- Time, cautioning the Ifraelites in the moft 

iblemn manner, not fo much as to l$ok up to 
Heaven itfelf in their Devotions ; and holy Job^ 
who difputes Antiquity with Mofes^ and even 
with Abraham himfelf, difclaims the Prafticc 

Job xxxi. now before us a Crime : If^ fays he, / be- 
2^- held the Sun when it jBrfd ; i. e. ( as both the 



< 



yneAutborityoffo competent a Judge in the Cafe I cbofe 
to lay in fights the better to obviate an ObjeSicn^ wbicB 
may here arife ; viz. That the Crime, charged by the Pro-, 
phet on the 25 Perfons afore jaid, was, not /imply toorfoip- 
ing towards the E as t, but worfoiping the Sun tow4rds 
the East; that therefor e, not the Pofture, but Obje3 of 
their Worjhip was the Abomination: T^o which I reply , 
^twas both the one and the other : and to what is fatd a^ 

bovey IJhail only dejire to have added, Firfl, nat it 

was (which alfo has been already noted) a received Opinion 
amongft the Jews, that in oppofition to the Idolatry of the 
Sun, their father Abraham taught them, by the Diredi- 
oij of God himfelf, to worjhip towards the West: no 
wonder therefore that by them a Change in the Poflure */f 
Devotion was regarded as a Change in Religion: Again} that 
it was with the Jews a Notion (as in due place alfi will 
appear) current even to a Proverb, That the Majefty of 
God was in the Weft: which certainly, within the Courts 
of the Temple, could not be denied them*, for any Perfon 
therefore There to turn his Face to the East, mufi have 
been in common ConftruBion to turn his Back to God: and 
fo might be literally termed, what the learned Dean fliles 
it, an AP OST ACT', the very Sufpidon of which, right 
or wrong, is ABOMINATION enough with the 
People, and' with the Prophets, of all Religions tven tt 
this Day ! 

Syriack 
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Smack and Arabick exprefs it) at its Ap- 
pearing or Rifing : as who fhould fay — If 
I prayed, or turnM towards the JE a s t. 

But notwithftanding this early and open 
Oppofition from the Servants of the true 
God, in time the East prevailed j and,; 
by degrees, became the moft general fa- 
vourite K B B L A of all the idolatrous Pari of 
Mankind ; and thus it ftood triumphant in 
the Reign of Augujius Ccefar^ during which 
Dr, Spencer produces a very exprefs Evi- 
dence, '^ that tho* the contrary was indeed the 
more primitive Cuftomy Tbis^ by the Humour of 
fucceeding Ages^ at length obtained to be the Ca^ 
tbolick PraSlice : which alfo was fufficiently 
implyed by that general Rule for Altar- 
BuiMing above-cited from the Architect 
Vitruviusy who flourifhed unckr the fam^ 
En[ipeit)ur, and who again tells us, * There 
feePi/ed to be a Neceffity for placing all the AU 
tars of the Gods towards the East*. 

And here give me leave only farthet fa 
obferve, before I proceed, that we may al- 
fo trace back thisEaftem Ppfition of Altats, 
fts far as the Reign of, that moft renowned 



* His, in majorem rei fidcm, Hyjreni diferrum fubne- 
6lam tcftimonium : -'— Antiqui ArchitecH in Occidentem 
Tcmpla fpcftare, rede fcriplerunt : poltea placuit omnenx 
Rcligionem co convertere, ex qua parte Coeli Terra illu- 
minatur : De Le%. Heb. Rit. p. 845. 

* Aius omncrf Deorum neccfle eflfe vid«atur ad Oriciitcm 
lpc6lare : De Archit. lib. iv. r. 5. 

C Prince 
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Vid. Con- Prince and Pope of theMagicans, ZoroaJier\ 
^^6 I ^^^ ^^ ordered the matter, that All^ who 
' ^' came to worjhip^ might approach them on the 
JVeJl'Side ; that fo having their Faces towards 
the Altar ^ and alfo towards the rifing Sun at 
the fame time, they might dire£f their JVorJhip 
towards both : and in this PoJiurCy (adds Dean 
Prideaux) tiey always performed every Part 
of their Worfhip : and farther he tells us, 
^hat to worfhip before the Sun war not a new 
Inftitution (?/ Zoroafter, hut the antient Ufage 
of that Se£l\ who, as it falls out, have here- 
in left an Example, with refpeft to which 
it may juftly enough be faid, the World 
is gone after them: for my prefent purpofc 
it may fufEce to have recourfe only (once 
again) to the Romans^ in the Period and 
Paffage laft referred to in FitruviuSy where- 
in he tells us, there was an apparent NeceJJityy 
all the Altars of t^e Gods fhould look toward^ 
the Eajir, which ne grounds upon this, viz.* 
That fo People at their Devotion mght at once 
addrefs themfelves towards the Altar and 
the E A s T. 

Thus then flood the Cafe when our blef- 
I Their, u. £gj Saviour came upon Earth to turn men 
from idols to ferve the living and true God: 
and, indeed, with me he needs no other 
Proof of his Divinity than his miraculous 
Succefs in this particular: But tho* the 



« Et ita Vota fufcipientes contucantur Aram & Oriei^- 
tcm Cali : Vitr» ubL fupr. 

Heathens 
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Heathens did rejeft their Gods, they retain- 
ed their Kebla ; at leaft it was foon re-, 
trieved, and became more generally received 
after, than before, the JEvb, of Chrift ; for 
the convert Jews, who were of them that 
had moft fignally oppofed it, henceforth 
gave up their Point ; fo that from this 
Quarter came a confiderable Reinforcement 
to the Obfervers of the Eaftern Mode : which 
therefore was fo far from receiving any check 
upon this great Revolution in Religion, that 
from this very time may we moft properly 
date its univerfal Prevalence or Reception, 
For I fuppofe no man, who pretends to have 
looked into the Antiquities of the Church, 
will deny that worfhiping towards the E a s t 
was a very early and very general Cuftom in 
the (ame : Of this we need no other Argu- 
ment than the frequent mention made of it by the 
moji antient Chrijiian Authors ^ : Tertullian in 
particular. Who flourifhed in the fecond Cen- 
tury, acknowledges, Chriftians were then, 
on this very- accounty taken for Worfhipers 
of the SUN ^. But as this was an Imputa- 
tion they utterly difclaimed, and afligned 
many other Reafons for their Praftice, I 
Ihall produce about half a Score of fuch as 
were moft current in the primitive Times, or 
have fince been thought original. Tho* to 

^ Nos fatemur haud inviti vctuftiffimum in Ecclelia 
Chriftiani fuifle Ritum, cum illius mentio fiat ab anti- 
^uiffimis Patribus: Gerhardi hoc. de extreme Judicip. f. 6a. 

« Inde fufpiciox quod innotuerit Nos ad Orientis Regi- 
on^m prccari: Afol i6./. 688. folioy Ed. PariJ. 1 580. 

C i fpeak 
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fpeak my mind, I do not think the good Fa- 
thers &c. extheamly happy [n their choice 
of the faid Keafons 5 and Ihall therefore, 
with all di^tiful Submiilloh, ta^e the J^iberty 
to make fome brief Obfervations thereupon, 
as I proceed : and that I niay be the lefs ob* 
Inoxibusto the Imputation, either of ignorant' 
ly mifapprehending, or wilfully mifreprefent- 
ipg the Senfe of the Fathers on this oqcafion^ 
I {hall chufe to exprefs it in the Words of 
fuch of our approved Authors, as have been 
moftjuftly cdebrated for their Learning, 
Judgment, and Integrity •, i)or do I conceive 
k neceffafy Cfince my utmoft Ambition is 
not a full Margin) to trouble my Reader, or 
myfelf, with making many more References, 
than what they have already made to our 
Hands. 

First, then, *tis alleg'd the primitive 
Chriftians prayed towards the E A s t j Becaufe 
the East is a Title given to Chriji in the Old 
Teftament ; for which they cite Zech. vi. 12. 
See alfo which, from the Septuaginty they tranfla- 
cm. 8. ted^ — Behold the Man whofe name is the 
E A s T ^. But this Tranflation of theirs the 
accurate Author of that njoft excellent Trea- 
tife, entitled — Jn Enquiry into the Con- 
fiitution &c. of the Primitive Churchy clear* 
ly fhews to have been a Miftake, arifing 
from the Ambiguity of a Greek Word, an9 



d Juftin. Martyr. Cent. 2. IW «AA« 5 vpc^ ifitra, i^i 
uwi^ 'AiraroAij opofiM avrS. Dialog. cQXD Tryph. p. 334. 
See, The Enquiry ^ Fart ii.- /. 10. 

J the 
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the Fathers npt underftanding the Original 
Hebrew^ which ought to have been rendered, 
as in our own Tranflation it is, the Branch, 
a,nd not the E a s t. To what this moft judi- 
cious Writer has there obferved, I fliall on- 
ly add, in Vindication of our Engli/h Bible^ 
that by thus rendering the Text, it has made 
it exadtly to accord with the foregoing Pro- 
phecies on the occafion both in Jeremiah and 
Ifaiab. Behold the days comc^ faith the Lord, 
that I will raife unto David a righteous branch : J^^- xxiii. 
yind there Jhall come a rod out of the ft em of ^ * 
Jeffe, (iaith Ifaiah) and a branch fhall grow 
out of his Roots. .-- Thus is the Har- '^'- ""'' '' 
mony of the Prophets preferved: And I 
doubt not but our old Tranflators had fome 
regard, in their pious Labours, to the Har- 
mony of Senfe alfo ; which funder Corredi- 
pn) in the prefent Cafe may be like wife 
much better preferved, by affirming of a 
Branch, that (not to fay any thing of Root 
and Stem) it fhall be brought forth •, that it (hall 
grow up \ that it fhall be raifed and prof per ; 
than by predicating (pardon me for once a 
Logical Term) the fame Things of the 
East; which, I muft confefs, I am not 
yet Philofopher enough to demonftrare to be 
a Vegetable. 

• i F then the Foundation fhould be found to 
fail, the Superftrufture of the Fathers muft fall 
on courfe : for I cannot fuppofe them fo ab- 
furd as to have argued ; Do not the Pro- 
phets call our Saviour the B r a n c^h ? There- 
tore do we worfliip towards the E a s t : Nor, 

• indeed. 
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indeed, does there appear to me any cogent 
Inference in the Cafe, if we admit the other 
Tranflaiion -, for our Saviour calls himfelf 
Joh. X. 9. ihe Door: but what then, may not a Man 
fay his Prayers at Church without ftarine 
out at the Porch ? 

I T might therefore be, I fuppofe, of no 
very formidable Confequence, tho* it were 
Pag 91. true, which the Rational lUuftrator Cas he 
£-J. Fol, ftiles himfelf) of the Book of Common- 
Prayer affirms, viz. — in Zech. iii. 8. and 
vi. 12. T!he Mejfiah is called the Branch j 
and in Luk. i. 78. The Day -Spring ; in all 
which Places the original Words ftgnify the 
East, and are jo rendered in all other Verfions 
of the Bible, I fay, — If this Affertion were 
as triie^ as 'tis fofitive^ it would not be ex- 
ceedingly to the Purpofe. --- But this in- 
genuous Gentleman, I doubt not, when he 
has once confulted the faid Originals and 
Verfions with his own Eyes, will take a pro- 
per opportunity to let the World know, he 
was a little over credulous in the matter ^ But, 
to clofe my Obfervations upon this proto- 
primitive Reafon for . worfhiping towards 
the E A s T, I cannot but profefs ; Glad am I, 
that no pagan Sophifter of old happened to 



^ How much wore happily has Tacitus expreffed himfelf 
en otcaCtoyi of this fo mi flak en Prophecy / viz. Muribus 
PERSUASIO inerat, antiquis Sacerdotum Litcris 
contineri, eo ipfo tempore fore, ut valefceret OKU^NSi 
i.e. Many zoere under a Perfuafion ; or, there was a very 
common Notion got amongfl ibemyl^hat Sec, Hift. Lib. v. 

difcovcr 
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difcover the weak Side of it ; with what 
Triumph and Infult would fuch an one have 
cried out — ^be Chrijlian Doctors do not 
underftand the facred Books themfelves^ which 
contain the Myjieries and Principles of their own 
Profejfton ; but are as wide in their Notions from 
the true Senfe and Interpretation of them^ as 
EsAKTHfrom Heaven! 

A SECOND Reafon, in Point of Time, 
which I meet with for Chriftians worlhiping 
towards the East is this, viz. BecaufeoftbeSt-^ 
militude of the Riftng of the Sun, with our Spiri- 
tual Ariftng out of the Darknefs of Sin and 
Corruption. ^ 

But if the Sun, according to modern 
Syftems, fhould happen not to rife at all, 
there then can be no more Similitude or Re- 
femblance betwixt our Cafe and his, than 
betwixt Rifing and not Rifing. Befides, fup- 
pofe the contrary : I have no Notion, how 
the Sun Ihould be in Darknefs, and therefore 
can as little conceive how he fhould rife out 
of it5 wherever he is, is Day, himfelf is Day : 
For if the Sun were benighted as oft as we 
are, whence has the Moon her Brightnefs ? 
By all moderate People therefore it may be 
thought a little hard, the Sun cannot be 
fuppofed to Ihine upon the Earth, unlet 
he (hines thro* it : And for us to make 



^ Clem. Alex. Cent. ii. Strom. Lib. vu. p, 520. See 
The Enquiry^ Part 2. /. 20. 

this 



r' 



i4 ^ DISQUISITION »/w 

this moft refplendent of all the Heat^cnly 
Bodies, which has fhonefrom the Gi<eation ch 
the World, and will fhine on to the Gonfla-* 
gration of it, a daily Emblem of our rififl^ 
out of Darknefs, is making fuch an Embleni 
as might puzzle the ingenious Mr. partes 
htmfelf, (upon fecond Thoughts^ to find 6uc 
the Refemblance: at leaft, if this be th^ 
Cafe, we need not fcruple to apply to it 
that old Obfervation I have fomewhere met 
with in Rhctorick, nihil eft in rerum No- 
furi unde Simile duct nan poteft -,• viz. Ai 
this Rate there is nothing in Nature^ but may 
ferve to make an Emblem. 



Origcn. A third Reafon affigned is —To dSr- 
Ccnt. 3. ^Q^^ our Diligence in the Service of God, in Being 
uhriupra fnore forward to arije and fet abouf it, than tb^ 
Sun to run his Courfe, But here again, if thd 
Sun move not, it can be no great Merit to 
be ftirring before him ; and if he does move, 
it can be no fmall Vanity to boaft of out-do- 
ing him. The Prophane perhaps would think 
it no more than a primitive Gafconade. But this 
Reafon ha^ a Text to it : but it happ^nis to 
Wifd. xvi. be an Apocryphal one, and that too quite fo- 
^^* regin to the purpofe, as will appear to any 

one, who will lake the Pains to confider the 
genuine Senfe of it ; not forgetting that thef 
Author was a Jew, i. e, a Man of a quite 
contrary Kehla, 'Tis a Reafon alfo, which 
to me feems to favour of the poetick Hypo- 
thefts, viz. That when the Sun fet, he put 
up his Steieds, went to bed, and fometimes 
loitered in the Lap of ^ethys."^ In fine, I 

da 



JVorJhiping towards the E a s t. 2 j 

do not' fee how this Notion can give any 
;hoftly Confolation,^ unlefs to your early. 
Ufers only ; the firft Glance of Sunfliine 

fpoils the Conceit, and the very Spirit of 

it vanifhes with the Morn- , 

A FOURTH Reafon given is, s - . <^at 
the East is the mojl honourable arid excellent 
Part of the World. And I do not at all doubt 
but this moll excellent Reafon came out of 
it i fo natural a Prejudice in the Minds of 
Men is the Preference of their own Country ; 
and the pleafanteft Inftance I have met withal, 
is amongft that moft excellent Eaftern Na-. 
tion the Chinefe^ who have, time out of mind, 
maintained, no other Country produces Men 
that fee with both Eyes. Yet fome again are apt y 
to, think. They, of all People on the JEarth, 
might have held their Tongues, fince they 
feem to look a liide upon the narrow them- 
felves -, and, thanks to Nature, we have vi* 
fibly our Eyes as wide open as theifs. 

Yet why, in particular*, is the East 
the moft honourable and excellent Part of 
the Creation ? viz. Becaufe it is the Seat, fay 
the Fathers, of Light and Brightnefs. But ubi fufra 



S Orig. de Oratione : See the Enquiryy ubifufra: Item 
Quaeftiones ad Orthodox. ^/. 1 1 8. Sse Dr. CaveV Prim. 
Chrift. Part I. p. zSS. And Mr. Bingh^m^ s Jntiqui ties. 
Vol. V. Pag. 278. Item S. Aug. lib. ii.de Ser. Dom. 
in Monte, cap. v. de quo vide Bi^of Sparrow'i Rationale 
per Downes, p. 28. 

D what 
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what will Peoples Antipodes fay to this, 
with whom the Sun fets as its rifes to them, 
and rifes as it fets to them ? I readily grant 
the SUN to be the Fountain, at lean: to 
Mankind, of Light and Brightnefs ; but 
am not apprehenfive our East, exclufive of 
it, has any more Light, or Brightnefs, than 
any other Quarter under the Heavens. 

But there feems not to have been a Rea* 
fon more generally embraced and profefled by 
the Fathers **, than what I (hall now men- 
tion in the fifth Place : viz. That the East 
was the Place of Paradifsy our antient Hdbi* 
taiion and Country^ which we loft in the Jirft 
Adam by the Fallj and to which we hope to te 
reftored agdn^ as to our native Abode and Reft 
m the fecond Adam, Chrift our Saviour. Thefe 
Confiderations, I fay, are an Argument for 
Eaftward Adoration which has been graced 
by many of the greateft Names in Chriftian 
Story, 

But, pace tantorum Vtroruniy we have a 
more fure Word, to which we Ihall do well 
Col. iii. 1, to take heed • which faith, If ye then be rifen 
«• with Chrift, feek thofe things which are above^ 

Luk. xii. where Chrift fttteth at the right hand of God: Set 
34- your afcclions on things above^ not on things of the 

earth ^ for where your treafure isy there will your 



* Bafil. Greg. Nyff. Athanaf. Cyrillus, Chryfoftom. 
9fc. Sei Mr. Bingh^mV ^nttquiHes^ VoU V. p, zji^ 

heart 
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heart he aljb. Again another Scxipture faith, Heb. xL 
^ey that fay Jucb things declare plainly they feek H» *$♦ 
a country^ and truly ^ they had been mindful of 
that country from whence they came outj they 
might have had opportunity to have returned: hut 
now they dejire a hetter country^ i. e. an heavenly. 
The fame Author alfo in die next Chapter, Heb. xu. 
fpeaking of the Chriftian Difpenfation, tells ''* 
us, 3? are come unto mount Sion^ and unto the city 
of the Sving God^ the Heavenly Jerusalem, 
Thejprefent Argument therefore for turning 
our £yes and our Hearts towards an Earth- 
ly Jerusalem, tho' efpoufed by fo many 
venerable Fathers, feems to be grounded 
entirely upon the Mllenarian Scheme intror 
duced by Papias ; who, the fo juftly cele^ 
biated Dupin tells us, gofoe Rife to a common im.ofAt 
Ophtton in the three firft Centuries^ tbaf. before Chiirch, 
ibi Day of Jw^ment Cbrifi fhould reign upon^' ^f' 
Earth a tboufand Tears with bis EUSl^ du- 
ring which Term alfo, according to the then 
current Notion, Jerufalem was to be the Seat 
of his Empire. An Opinion (not to fay Vifi- 
on) which, notwithfbmding its allowed Pre* 
tences to primitive Antiquity i, and «neral 
Reception by the greateft Men of old in the 



in y a eu plufieurt andens Dodeurs renommex en 
Science & Saintet6, qur fe font hiflex emporter a cetfe 
cztravi^aBce: Hifipin dit^Egltfit f^cparliStiittrt Ttm 
/. f. 493, itim ;s6, fte. fJh's jhthr, amongft others $f 
tHi (^'mum9 namas Juftin, Irenxus, Tertulliun, Crprian* 
LaAifitittSy Atlunafias» Cjrril ^ Jeraiali Bafil, AmOTofe, 
(fc. 

IX 2 Church 



Church of Chrift, has been now fo long uni- 
verfally exploded, ©r, at leaft, obfolete, that 
no niorc needs be faid of it at prefent, than 
that it can raile in us but very flender Ex- 
peftations from the Holy Land, tho* we 
Ihould turn to it feven times a Day. When 
Crujado was the Word indeed it might have 
had its Confecjuences. 

But again; This is an Argument for 
turning to the East, which would oblige 
half Mankind to turn their backs upon it: for 
that all Nations to the Eaftward of the fup- 
pofed Situation of the nm Jerufalem, by Vir- 
tue of tjie fame Argument, muft face about 
to the W«s T, tho* in direft Oppofition to, 
and in the very Teeth of the four firft ingeni- 
ous Reiffons' above-^lhewn to the contrary. 
--- Butthefe things^ I doubt not, w:ill be 
cafily reconciled by the learned Magi of the 
Age, thofe faft Friends to the Rising Sun. 
PjJ"?^ Tho' honeft Dr. Cave indeed fays, for his 
Pari I p. ^^^^9 how it can be done, he is not able to 
zs^, ilnagine ; and yet all Sides talk of no lefs 
than T^poftolical Tradition and Prafticc, 

But leaving this Point to be adjufted by 
thofe-whom it ma^y more concern, amongft 
t^e Arguments taken from the Fathers on the 
prefent Subjeft, the fixth Place I fliall af- 
fign JO a Paflagc in LaSlantius^ .Book II, 
Chap. X. We have already heard how the 
the East is the Fountain of Light .and 
Bnghtiiefs ; but here we have a Father tells 
us ^-♦- 'Tis Godhiinfelf %'lfo is this Fount ain^ 
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and the Illuminator of all things^ and that there* 
fore the East is afcribed to him. * 

Of this Argument fome one perhaps 
may fay, as certain of our own Poets up- 
on another occafion, — ^Tts but by way of 
Simile : Give me leave then farther to ob- 

ferve, That, if there be any occafion 

in divine Worlhip to addrefs ourfelves to- 
wardis fome Objeft refembling God in the 
Qualities above-fpecified, the SUN furely 
has the belt Claim to our regard, whether 
he be East or West, and efpecially in 
the South, where he appears in the greateft 
Splendor : This then being admitted as a 
Rule, we ought to vary our Pofition in De- 
votion every hour of the Day, praying in 
the Morning with the Magians to the E a s t, 
at Noon with the Turks to the South *, and 
in the Evening with the Jews to the W e s t. 

W E may in this Place alfo not impro- 
perly confider the famous Saying of 2"/?r- 



*: Oricns Deo acccnfetur, quia Ipfc Luminis fons, 9e 
Illu/frator eft Rerum : S^e BinghamV Origines Ecclefia- 
jhcay ToLV,p. 279.' 
^ i ne Mahometans more particularh xdl that fart of 
the World where Mecca isfituated by the name ^Kcblah; 
towards which they are obliged to turn themfehes when they 
fay their Prayers ; and becaufe Mecca isfituated towards 
-the Southy this word Kcbla is often taken for the South 
part of the Heafens and the Earth : DidUonarium Sa- 
crum* 

tuIUMf 
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tuBan^ Orientem Cbrifti Fiyiram ! « 7%^ East^ 
$baS Emblem of Chriji ! • - - Had the Father 
been called upon, I am apt to think he 
imiit have explained himfelf to mean $bi 
Sun m ibe lEsAST : By the fame Liberty, 
with the fame Emphafis and Propriety, may 
we alfo fay aloud, - - - Meridiem Cbrifti Fi- 
guram! viz. Tbai tbe Soutb ratber^ in his 

rrefent State, is Cbrift*s EmbUm ; the Soutl^ 
fay, where the S v k receives his highefi; 
Exaltation, and fhines triumphant io the 
brighteft Throne of has Glory. But in trudi, 
I could never fee any juft Authority we 
Cbriftians have to worfhip God by Figures 
"Uibiik be h^kntU appointed: The Jews^ 'tis 
plain, were ftridlly prohibited it, and pretty 
i)iar{4y reprov'd for it : ^a wbm fiays the 
Prc^het) wll ye iken G^d ? or vibat lOmefi 

m.xiiB. ^^ y^ cmp^e unt^ bim ? And Miffes in the 
f^me Chapter where he cacuions the Pec^ik 
againft facing to the Sun ^c. in divine 

Deutiv.15 Service, has thcfe words ; -^- ^ Take ye tkerf^ 
fore good beed unto yourfehes ; fs^ je fam m 
manner of ftmilitude on tbe day tbat the Lori 
fpake unto you in Horek^ ^eut of tbe mid^ of 
the fire. Now a Figure or Emblem is but 
anodier Word for a Similitude or Likened 
or Image ; and I think nothing can be 
clearer than it is from the aforefaid Chap- 

■ Noftrs Columbae Domua finpkx, qtiam in rnjoA^ 
fcmpcr 8c apertia& ad Lucems amat Figuram SpUta* 
San6Uy Orientem ChrifU Figuram : Contra VateitiiM* 

tCTp 
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tcr, that we are forbid to worlhip God by 
any fudi Mediums^ whether of Nature^ Art^ 
or Fancj ; the Reafon whereof has been a- 
bove implied, and may farther appear in the 
Courfe of this Difquifition* 

But there can be no time more proper 
dian die prefent, to pay a juft Attention to 
the Sentiments of our profefs'd Ritualrft, die 
very eminent Dr. Spencer^ fo often cited in^ 
this Difcourfe ; who having given us his 
Remarks upon the weftern Situation of the 
Jewiflj San3lum SanStoruiiiy feems to declare 
ftrongly in favour of the East, and puts 
the Argument laft before us upon this foot- 
ing, viz. 72?^/ God being Lights and dwelling 
in Lights therefore Jhould bis Servants worftnp 
him towords that Part of the Heavens from 
whence the fPorld receives its Ugbt ". Td 
which I think it may be fairly replied, that 
tho* we muft allow the Premifcs, in fome 
one Senfe to be Truths becaufe they are Scrip-- 
ture •; yet can I fee no Obligation to grant 
the Condufion, becaufe *ris plain the Scrips 
ture did allow the contrary Praftice ; nay, 
and treats, what theDoftor here efpoufes, as an 



« Homines proculdubio JE<\mo & Decoro multo magli 
convenire judicarent, ut Deus, qui Lux eft, & Lucent 
inacceilam habitat, in Loco aliquo verfus Orientem ha * 
bitar^t, & illius Scrvi verfus Plagam unde Mundus il- 
hiccfcit cum adorarent : De Leg. H^b. Rit, fcff. f. S46. 

o Go J is tight, I Job. i. 5. dwellik^ in the light tobicb 
w man (an approach unto : 1 Tim,.vi. 16. 

Abomination 
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/ibominalion p. And tho* the Doftpr will Jiavc 
it to be clear to any Man reading the Law, 
that the Jews received not any thing in com- 
mand from God for erecting the San£ium 
San£lorum Weftward '^ \ I herein alfo beg 
leave to differ from him, as conceiving this 
Affertion to proceed only from his own 
Inadvertency ; who, fcarce three Pages be- 

forCy had told us, ' ^he tabernacle had 

its Holy of Holies turned towards the Wefl^ as 
might be colle^edj (fays he) and that not ob- 
fcurely^ from the Words (?/Mofes, Exod. xxvi. 
22. which Words of Mofes^ whoever is 
pleafed to turn to them, will, at Sight, 
appear to carry with them a Command 
of God appointing the Situation ^. So that 



P O Son of man, turn thee yet again, and thou Jhalt fee 
greater Abominations than thefe : and he brought me int9 
the inner Court of the Lord'^s Houfe, and behold at the 
Door of the Temple of the Lord, between the Parch and 
the Altar, were about five and twenty men, with their 
Backs towards the Temple of the Lord, and their Faces to- 
wards the Eaji, 8cc. Ezek. viii. 15, i6» 

q Cuivis Legem perlegend clarum eft, Ifraelitas de San- 
6io Sanflorum verfus Occiduam Cceli regionem extru- 
cndo, nihil a Deo in mandatis accepifle : p. 846. 

» Neque Teraplum folummodo, fed &, illius Proto- 
typon, Tabernaculum, Sandlum Sanftoram Plagae occi- 
dentali — pbverfum habuit : Hoc e Mofis verbis, baud 
obfcure colligendum. Exod, xxvi. 22. p. 843. 

£ And for the Sides of the Tabernacle Wefiward Thou 
/bait make fix Boards : Ita quidem hunc locum rcddunt 
Noftri, aliique ; Sed nonnihil a vero illius Senfu defleften- 
tcs, nam vox Hebraea ?|3^^ cum ad res inanimatas tranf- 
fertur, non latus, fed finem, tcrminum, cxtremitatem no* 
tat : Spencer ubi fupra, 

we 
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we may juftly regard turning to the West 
not only as a tolerated, but an eftablifhed 
part of the Jewijh Service. 

Again^ tho* it is true the Scripture 
fays God is Light ; yet I fee nothing to the 
contrary, but that it would have been li- 
terally as true alfo, if it had been iaid^ 
God is not Ught •, for Light (Gen. i.) is a Crea^ 
lure. And to obviate this Mifconception 
of the Deity (prevailing very early in the 
E A s tJ to me feems the very Reafon of 
God's thus addrefling himfclf, by the Pro- 
phet, to his fervant Cyrus I am the Ifa. xlv. 

Lord^ and there is none elfe^ there is no God 
befides me : — / form the Light. And as 
Light is not only a created^ but corporeah 
Subftance^ (thus the Philofopher meant ic, , 
who afligned Light for the Body, as Trwli 
for the Soul of God) I do not fee how wci 
can take the Text alleged on this occafion 
in a literal Senfe, without falling into the 
Scheme, at Icaft, of the refined Materialifts,; 
who maintained of old. That the firft Prin-. 
ciple was indeed an infinite Wifdom, but 
his Effence was only a pure iEdier, or fub- 
tile Light, which diffused itfelf every where 
to give Life, Motion, and Reafon, to all Be- 
ings f. — But this Philofophy (whatever 
Ceremony may want to be fupported) in the 



f Sec the Chevalier RamfayV neology of the Antients, 

p. 78. 

E prefent 
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prefent enlightened Age^ I hope^ will fcarcc 

pafs for Orthodox. Tho' at the fame time, 

God, h^j wa'j of Comparifofty may be called 

Light \ for, as a Father well obferves, As 

the Sun is to the Sights fo is God to the Soul ^ . 

Job. viii. So when our Saviour is faid to he the Light 

la. i. 9. of the Worldly and the true light which light- 

eth every man that comet h into the world 't 

Commentators teach us he is fo called Clari- 

tate VitcB fc? DoElrincB*^ by reafon of the 

Brightnefs of his Example and Do5lrine j and 

Job. V. 35. in this Senfe is John Baptijl alfo faid to have 

been a burning andjhining Lights 



T o proceed : tho' ^tis true one Scripture 
fays God dwelleth in Ught ; 'tis as true, ano- 
Pf. xcvii. 2 ther faith. Clouds and darknefs are . round a- 
Pf. xviii. bout him : and yet another --//<? made darknefs 
bis fecret place ; his pavillion round about him 
'&)ere dark waters and thick clouds : in his 
Commentary upon which laft Pfalm, Car* 
dinal Bellarmin obferves, God*s ordinary or 
common Method of manifefting himfelf was by 
d Cloud ; and that he made ufe of dark Clouds 
to teach us, by way of Symbol j his In vis i- 
BiLitY, and that all thefe are metaphorical 
Efcprejftons, to give us to underjiand that God is 



II. 
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^ Quod enim Sol eft Senfui noftro, id InteDcflui eft 
l)cus. Nazianz, Orat. de AthanaU 



in^ifihl) 
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inviftUy prefent v. In like manner may we 
obferve of the Expreflions on the other 
fide alfo — . ^efe Things are an Allegory^ 
and ferve only to teach us, God is the 
Spiritual Light of Man ; or again, that 
nothing is hid from him, but all things 
Vifible, open and naked before him : at the 
fame time may we, with Pythagoras^ main- vide Dift, 
tain, fFe cannot receive the Idea of a God by Sacr. in 
our corporeal Senfes: Tho' therefore, figura* Voc. Idol, 
tively fpeaking, we may fay, God is Light 
and dwelleth in Light ; yet in a drift and li* 
teral Senfe I fhall not fcruple, (till better 
informed) to profefs myfelf of the Pfalmift's 
Opinion - - The darknefs and the light to him ?f. cxxxlz 
are both alike % and that he may be as truly ^2- 
faid to dwell in the one as the other \ and, 
ftriftly fpeaking, in neither. 

I CAN therefore by no means give my 
AfTent and Confent to what Dr. Spencer ubl fupm 
advances as the Refult of human Judg- 
ment, viz. Tloat men would think it jujl and 
decent that God Jhould dwell in SOME 
PLACE towards the Eajl^ when in my 
Judgment nothing can be more unjuft and 



"Ordinarie Deus autemper ncbulam fc oftendcrc folitus 
eft, ut patet ex lib. Num. cap. ix. i Reg. viii. Mat. xvii. 
& alibi, viz, Exod. xl. 34. ^c. Ut eo veluti Symbolo 

invifibilem fe cflc dcmonftret. Sunt omnia Meta- 

phorica, ex quibus intelligimus Deum iiiviilbiliter praei- 
fentem Nobis fe facere. Vid. Bellarm. Explanat. iti Pf. 
j^vii. ver. 11. &f 13. 

E 2 indecent 
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indecent than for Men to pretend to limit 
God to any Place -, efpecially for chriftiah 
Men, when a Jew would teach us -- God 
hath filled all Things^ .extends beyond all Things^ 
and hath left nothing void of^ or uninhabited by 
bimfelf ^.When again Plato^ and even Diogenes^ 
would teach us - ^ All things are full ofGod^: 
and the former exprefsly, ^hat \tis im- 
foffible God Jhould be in a particular Place y : 
which is yet more clearly exprefs*d by one 
of the Fathers, who thereupon obferves— Gc^ 
is his own Place * ; as does alfo another, 
adding withal — TT:>at he is his own JVorld^ 
and all Things to Himfelf «: And the learned 



I I I I »»^^— ^— — ^-^ip^piwr»»<—^M 



xiv'rv «^r, i«R i^-r.fjuop a9i«?^i?i0tTf9 fflsJISr, Philo, Sacrac Lcgis 
Allegoriarum, lib. ii. p. 4i,&42. Edit. Turneb. 
X Ouiv nvtci vXvi^n vetflcc, Plito, Leg. 10. pag. 899. 

Uciflcc yx^ iq-i ©£» »Aiiip)j. Diog. Cyn. 
' Hike addas Virgilianum illud : 

— ^— Deum namque ire per omnes 
Terrafqae,Tradlufquc Maris, Coelumque profundum. 

7 - J / , , Geor. 4. 

r Ot> 5 fi,nrs fAf^fi i«(r>, fA^irt chcv rvyz'^^i ^v, i sroAw rrt 
ihfcciin^w iyyiyvt^cti vh. Plato in Parmenide, p. i 28. 

f^if, uvToq yu^UviS rkoq «>«. Damafcen. de Fide, lib. i. 
c. 1 6. 

'■ ^ God is bis ovin World t a himfelf, his Place y and all 
thing sy Tcrtuilian. See Ingenious Thoughts of the Fathers 
hy Bohours, />. 157. Lond. ijz-j. And I think I have 
fomevjhere feen this Exprefjioni - - Deus eft fuum Ubi, 
howei^er 'tis exaifly exprefftve of my own Senfe in the 
Matter. . . . ' 

Commcn- 



JVorjhiping t (awards the^h%x. \j 

Cpmmentator Hancms^ upon the very Paf- 
iige alluded to by Dr. Spencer^ where God 
is reprefented as dwelling in Light, makes 
^ difficulty to aflurc us, what is there faid 
iqfiufl: be underftopd as, fpoken improperly 
and after the manner of Men onlj. ^ 

U P 0| N the whole therefore, I fhould 
very willingly join IfTue. in the Cafe with 
Dn Spencer y and leave it to the Judgment of 
Ma^» might I be fure it would be left to 
ftlen of Judgment; who I doubt would 
i)e foon agreed, 'tis impoffible God fliould 
dwell any where fincej hut where be did 
before Light was created}, That therefore 
Light could have no manner of Influence 
upon him in the Choice of his Habitation : 
if it had, certainly not this or that Quarter 
of the Heavens, but the Sun ** itfelf muft 
have been the Place, as being incompara- 
bJy the moft lightfom Dwelling he could 
ppffibly have fix'd upon ; and to which the 
ur^vnof of the Apoftle ("viz the Epithet i Tim. vi. 
Jn ACCESSIBLE^ bcft agrccs : and if this ^6. 
Habitation fhould be a moveable qne, daily 



^ Improprie^ & more humano habitare dlcitur Deus, 
^ui|ftpe qui nullo loco continetur. 

^ Zotoafter taught his Followers^ that Fire was the 
trueft ^hecinah of the divine Pre fence ; that the Sun being 
the perfe^teft Fire, God had there the Throne of his Glory ^ 
and the Refidence of his divine Prefence in a more excel- 
lent manner than any where elfe. Connedl. Part i ft. p. 
216.^ See alfo Hyde's Religio veterum Perfarum: 
cap. iv. 

circling 
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prcling around the Earth, why Ihould 
the East, in particular, ingrofs the ho- 
nour of its Situation ? And again, if it 
fhould be itfelf the Center of the Earth's 
Annual Circle about it, I do not fee why 
any one Point of the Compafs fhould have 
this Right of Claim more than the reft : 
Admitting therefore that God dwells in Lights 
yet doth it not therefore follow, that he 
dwells in the East more than in the 
West; or that the one End (to borrow 
pr.xix. 6. the Scripture Phrafej^ of the Heavens has 
a Jot better Title to our Devotions, than 
the other. 

I SHALL now proceed to a Seventh Caufe 
aflign-d why we fhould worfhip towards 
the East, which may be faid to be three- 
fold ; viz, Becaufe Chrift made his Appear- 
ance on Earth in the Rast -, and there a- 
fcended i7tto Heaven ; and there will appear 
a^ain at the lajl Day. ^ 

That Chrift's Appearance on Earth 
was in the Eaft to all thofe who were Wefl 
of it, is what nobody can deny : And 'ti^ 
as fure alfo that it was in the Weft to all 
thofe vaft populous Nations, which Jie 
Eastward of the Holy Land. Now 
how good chriftian People in thofe Parts 



^ Athan. Quaefl:. ad Antiochu;n; Q^^y. See M^- 
Bingham's Origines EcclefufticaB, Vol. y. p. 279. Itcn\> 
The Ciinofis of St* Bafil, Ca?f, 92. 

could 
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could look both Eaft and Wefi at the faiiie 
time^ as Dr. Cave fays, 1 cannot imagine \ Prim. 
unlefs, (upon fecond Thoughts) like fpme ^^^^^^ P^- 
good Chriftians in our Parts they carried * ^' ^^' 
two Faces \ then indeed no wonder they 
Ihould look more ways than one •, which 
verily, in fome fort of Times might prove 
a moft ufeful and laudable Qualification, 
as being no more than what we call hav- 
ing our Eyes about us ; and why ihould 
it be thought a Thing incredible with us, 
that in foreign Countries Mankind Ihould 
have the Gift of a double Afped:, when 
we daily behold fo very many Inftances 
o^ it at Home, and that with great Suc- 
cefs ? The Hoi/ Land is not more direct- 
ly oppofite to the * Ladrone Ides, than the 
Church of England to the Church Rome^ 
or St. James'^ to — But to order! To 
order! Far be it from me to infinuate as 
if the bright Ornaments of the Beauty of 
Holinefs had the leaft Caft with their Eyes, 
or that charming Loyalty can fquint. 

To return then to the Point before us: 
In the F. AST he afiended into Heaven ; thi- 
ther then let our Thoughts follow him ; 
only remembring what we learnt at School^ 
Cwlum undique Jupra eft. 

* Tbefe have their Sitnati^ amimgft th€ eaftermoft 
Parts of our HejTiifpkere from ferufalcm. 

But 
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But there (viz, in the East where he 
difappeared) He will appear again at the laft 
Day. — But, widi the Father's Leave, 
this is News that wants Confirmation, which 
it can receive from Heaven only : The 
Rabbies indeed, who had ever a remarkable 
Zeal for bringing Bufinefs to their oWn 
Country, have Ijong fince fix'd the Grand 
Aflize in the Valley of Jehofapbat ; to which 
alfo the -f Fathers have fo far agreed, as to 
nominate the mount of Olives^ overloook- 
ing the fame, for the Judgment-Seat; but 
fhould we refer the Matter to an impartial 
Jury of Dutch Commentators, I fhould not 
at all be furpris*d to find them bringing in 
their old Verdift, Ignoramus. And, for 
my own part^ I mull confefs, when I at- 
tempt to furvey in one View all the Sons 
of Men, that ever have been, are, or are 
to be, I cannot for my Life conceive 
this is a Day's Work to be done in a Dale : 
and I once knew a Worcefierjlnre Divine, 
who could no more bear to hear talk of 
• the Vale ofjehofaphat for this purpofe, than 
the Vale of Evejham : nay, he was moll fiiri- 
oufly certain, the latter, according to the 
moft moderate Computations in Chorogra- 
phy, was above Ten Thoufand times more 
capacious. This therefore, fome one may 
fay, was but a narrow Conceit, and whe- 
ther Jewijh or Chriftian, but one Degree 
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+ Vide Gerhardum de extremo Judicio, p. 60. 

beyond 
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beyond that of the Mahometans ; who (we 
may learn from Mr. Maundrel) are by 
all means for keeping Court within Doors -, 
and are content, it feems, their great 
Mofque at Damafcus^ fhould be converted 
into a Town-Hall on this grand Solemni- 

g' ; and that, for the better Difpatch of 
ufinefs, a Seflion of Oyer and Terminer, 
fhould at the fame time be held alfo in 
another at Jerufakm. But to remember 
whereof we are fpeaking, — How much 
more awful and juft is what the Spriptures 
teach us! viz. That the Living, as well 
as the Dead of all Generations, fhall be 
caught up in the Clouds to meet the Lord 
in me Air -, and there fhall ft and arranged, 
to right and left, on the immenfe Expanfe 
of the aetherial Plains ; when Olivet fhall 
difappear, and Earth and Heaven fly a- 
way ! * 



But fhould we come into the Notion - - 
that our Saviour's fecond Coming will be in 
a direft perpendicular Line over the Mount 
of OliveSy and that there then ought to be 
the Center of our Devotions, as of our £x- 
peSlationSy and that this is primitive Do- 
ftrine, how ; again, will this primitive Do- 
ftrine be reconciled to that more primitive 
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of 
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of worjhiping towards the East? when 'tis 
plain the Confequence of the latter would 
be worfhiping from every Point of the 
Compafs ; for that all the Worla lies 
round the t W r e k i n. 

But in the eighth Place j I find ano- 
ther Paflage of Scripture, generally allu- 
ded to by the Fathers, is much infifttd 
upon by many even to this day, vi?. MaU 
iv. 2. * Here, fay they, is Chrift direftly 
call'd the Sun of Righteoufnefs, by a true 
and literal Tranflation -, and by turning to- 
wards the Eaft, when we pay our Aoora- 
tipn, we are fymbolically lea to Chrift, 

T o this I reply ; as to the ufc of SynJ- 
bols to lead Men to God, I have already 
given my Opinion; and fhall only have 
occafion here farther to obferve, what alfo 
hath been already imply*d ; — That if the 
Argument be good, viz. We ought to 
turn to the East, becauft Chrift is called 
the East ; Then will it be good ajfo, 
We ought to turn to the S u n, becaufe he is 
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+ Salopix Mons famofus. 

* Clem. Alex. Strom. Lib. vii. Aug. de Ser* Dom. 
in Monte. L. ii. c. 5. Item, Hieron. in Amos, chap-, vi. 
vcr. 14. Verfi ad Orientem paftum inimus cum Sole 
Juftitiae. Plde Ori^. Ecclef. Vol. v. p. 277. Unto y^ that 
fear my Name, the Sun of Righteouffiefs Jhall arife, &c. 
Mai. iv- 2. 

called 
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called the Sun ^ and thus ought we to do in 
whatever Point of the Heavens the Sun is 
vifible to us, from East to West; 
at which rate, if we count by Degrees on- 
ly, fhall we have no lefs than 180 ditFerent 
Kdpia*s, or Points to turn our Eyes upon, 
in divine Service. And in the dark Days 
before Chriftmas, to ferve God with any 
tolerable Exaftnefs, and be critical (as who 
would not!) in his Devotion, a Man had 
r>ced of a "f Card, as well as a Kalendar ; +une 
and, to fteer his Vows aright, muft pray, ^^rfe 
^ >vell as fail, by Needle and Compafs, "''"''^• 

The ninth' Place I (hall aflign to the 
Opinion of the very learned and very wor- 
thy Mr. Bingham^ with refpeft to the Cere- 
mony now before us. His words are thefe, 
5I&4? Origjinal of this Cufiom feems to be de- 
rived from the Ceremony of Baptifm^ in wbtch 
it was ufual to renounce the t>evil *witb their 
F^w to the Wejl^ and then turn about to 
the Eajl^ and make their Covenant ivith 
Cbrifi ^ from whmce ^continues he) / con- 
ceive it became their common Cufiom to wor- 
Jhip God after the fame way that they bad^ 
at firfly entered iitto Covenant with him ^ -- 
In this, with the moft fincere deference to 
fo deferving a Man in what relates to the 
Antiquities of the Church, I beg leave to 



f Vol. V. Pag. 276. 
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diffent from him ; bccaufe Cfor ought I can 
poffibly find^ the Ceremony of turning to 
the East amongft Chriftians, was much 
prior to that of turning to the West; 
Dr. Spencer (if I take him right) fup- 
pofes it to have generally prevailed alnmjl 
from the ver'j Infancy of CbrtfUanity «. And 
there is no room to difpute but that it was 
the Praftice of the fecond Century ; but 
for turning to the Weft, Mr. Bingham him- 
felf fupplies us with no Authority, I can 
yet find, above the fourth. And indeed, 
from what Dupin obferves, I am inclined 
to believe it had then its Rife ; In tins 
Century^ (viz. the IV.^ fays he. Ceremonies 
were carried to the bighefi Point of their 
Splendor \ --- Baptifm was adminiftered with 
abundance of Ceremonies h. Dr. Cave in- 
deed particularly mentions this Ceremony 
of turning to the Weft at Baptifm, in his 
Part I, p. Primitive Cbrijlianity •, but the Authors he 
3H- alleges for it are both of them Fourth- 
Century-Men -, nor does he mention it as 
a primitive Ceremony, but exprefsly as 
an additional Rite of After-ages ; obferving, 
firft of all, that in Ihe Apoftles Age^ Bap- 
tifm was adminijlered with great Nakednefs 



g Sane Chriftiani longe plurimi, a primis pene naf- 
gcntis Chriflianifmi Scculis, ad Oricntcm converfi pre- 
cabantur : De Leg. Heb. Rit. p, 846. 

h Eccl. Hid. ;V.ii./>. 167. 

and 
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and SimpUcUjy probably (fays he) without 

any more Formality^ than a Jhort Prayer^ 

and repeating the Ivords of Infiitution. And 

indeed Mr. Bingbam himfelf, before he 

clofes his Chapter, candidly expreffcs /liis P«g- a^- 

own Diffidence, whether it were fo ox not 

as he had conjeftured. 

And here, by the way, I fliall not . 
fcruple to declare my Opinion, That I do . 
not think the Fathers had any more Rea- 
fon to affign the Weft peculiarly to the Devil^ 
than they had to affign the Eaft peculiarly 
to Cbrift ; and they muft be allow'd very 
generous Adverfaries in allotting their E- 
nemy one Moiety of the Globe, as they 
did their Saviour the other; what is this 
but granting him Divifitm Imperium cum 
Jove? in Milton*^ Words the Very Boaft of 
Satan, viz. Divided Empire with Heaven^s ubi fupra 
King I bold. 

At the fame time it happens d. little 
odd alfo, that, upon this grand Divifion, 
iMcifer^ by the Grant of the Fathers, 
Ihould have the Weft allotted him -, where- 
as, 'tis well known, he makes his Appear- 
ance * every Morning in the Eaft before 
the Sun itfelf ; and that his firft Tranfadi- 
ons with Mankind, and Triumph over our 



^ Stella gravis nobis Lucifer ortus crat. Ovid. 
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Race were in whar we call the East. 
On , the other Hand *tis as well known 
aitb by. all, who know any thing c^ fa- 
crrid Antiquities, that the Apartment which 
God . chofe in his own Houl'e^ i(rhertin 
more .peculiarly to mamfeft the divine Pre- 
fence, was the IVeft-End of the Ttrnple, And 
I have often thought the Language of 
i^antm and St« Jerome^ ppoii this ac- 
couot> could not but give very great: Of- 
fi^ce and Scandal to the Jews. , The 
yftiT^ fays the former, is afcribed to that 
turbulent and wicked Spirit ^ AxkJ, foys the 
Utter, In aur Myjlenes^ the firfi Thing we 
do.i, is ta repounce him who dwells itk the. Wefi *. 
When, that There, is the very M a j e 3 T y 
ef Godj was, with the Rabl^s^ as much ^ 
•Proverb,, as any in Solomon ^. 

T H E s 1 Considerations feiad me to , what 
I fhall obferve as the tenth and laft R^a- 
fon, for the prefent, why the primitive 
Chriftians worfhip'd towards the E a ^t ; 
viz. . the Rule of Contraries^ or a Spirit of 
OfipqfiHmy not to fay Enmity^ towardif the 



> Q<rcide»s conturbatac illi praraeque Menfi af€nt)ittir. 
lik» ii. ciip, 10. 

J In Myfteriis primiim renunciamus ei, qui in Occi- 
dcnte eft,. Hitron* in Amos vi. 14. 

«n Majeftas divina eft in Occidente : Maimon. Mor, 
J^evoch, P. vA. cap. 45. 

Fo R 
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For what I have now faid, mcthinks 
I dready hear myfclf called to account; 
and my Anfwcr is, I met with it as a 
late great Man in our Church once met 
with fomething elfe, to his Purpofe, 
before me 5 viz, by prying into fome Pa- 
pers that bear the Name of Bifliop Overall. 
Becaufe., fays my Author, the Jews were the 
deadlieft^ and mofl fpiteful Enemies to ChriJH-- 
anity that are in the PForld ; in that regard 
were many Laws made by the Chur^cb^ to have 
no Conformity with them^ no more than with 
the Heathens in their Orders^ SO PRAT- 
ING TO THE E AST came up. 

Upon which, that I may not be far- 
ther tedious, let it here fuffice to obfervc 
only. That they who infift upon this Rea- 
fon feem to forget, that herein they do 
aftually conform themfelvcs to the Hea- 
thens, who (as in the beginning of this 
Difquifition has been fhewn) in their ido- 
latrous Worfhip of the Sun, were the 
primitive Pradifers of this fince mofl: 
Catholick Ceremony in the Church of 
Chrift. Which Opinion I am the more 
confirmed in, by a Paffage I have lately met 
with in the eleborate Works of the learned 
Mr. Theoph. Gale^ fometime Fellow of 
Magdalen College in Oxford \ who, exprefs- 



^ Additional Notes to Dr. Nicholls, upon the Com- 
mon Prayer, f, i6. of the faid Notes, 
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ly treating of the Derivation of Popijh 
from Fagan Rites, has thefe Words. - - An- 
^^^. other piece of Pagan A««f«^«^^p«*» 'u;as 
^^F^t' ^^^y Ceremon'j of Bowing and IVorJhiping to- 
wards the East: for the Pagans unrverfal- 
ly iVorfhiped the Sun as their Supreme 
Godj even the more reformed of them^ the 
new Platonifts, Plotinus, Porphyry, and 
Julian the Apoftate, as it appears by bis Ora- 
tion to the Sun ; whence it came to pafs^ 
that the Sun riftng in the E a s t, THoey 
ufually worjhiped that way. Hence alfo they 
built their Temples , and buried their Dead 
^ towards the East. Court of the Gentiles, 
Part ni. p. 206. 

But to draw towards a Conclufion : 
Thus, Readers, courteous and uncourteous, 
(for I expeft both, and fhall be very well 
content if I have but enough of either) 
have I with all Fidelity laid before you the 
moft plaufible, and generally received 
Reafons of the Fathers for worjhiping to- 
wards the E A ST\ and, without refpeft 
of Perfons, as impartially examin*d them, 
as I have freely exhibited them : Whether 
upon their being weighed ihey will be 
found wanting in the Ballance or not, I 
Ihall leave every man to judge for him- 
felf, as I do for myfelf. Father Origen 
indeed feems to fqueak ; or, at leaft, to 
betray a Diffidence of the Goodnefs of his 
Caufe, when he defires Men would be io 
civil, as not to be too bufy in enquiring in- 

to 
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to it ^ And St. Aujlin^ how well foevcr 
atFefted to the fame, yet fairly acknow- 
ledges, \ it was a piece of Devotion, his 
Bible no where taught him -f". And if we 
may take Vojfms his Opinion, who, as I 
have intimated, feems alfo tranfiendy to 
haye confidered the Cafe, he will tell us 
downright — ^his fame old Cujlom amongli 
CbriJfianSy contrary to the Jewijh^ of turn- 
ing at their Devotions towards the rifing Sun^ 
Jiands upon no found Foundation p. Some one 
perhaps may add ; Upon neither a bet- 
ter nor worfe, than the Ruins of the 
oldeft Idolatry that has been fince the 
World began ^; fupported indeed by a 
Sett of After-thoughts, which, however 
unpl]iilofophical or unfcriptural, yet muft 
be allowed, confidering the Gravity of 
the Authors, not to be altogether undi- 
Terting. Our great Stillingfleetj *tis true, «^/ fupra 
fays in plain Engjifh^ they are very infuffi^ 
cient. - - - But a juft Senfe of the Duty 
of filial Reverence, has all along con- 
ftrained me to tread as light as poffible 



See StillingflectV Ecclefiaftical Cajes, /. 267. Ed. 2< 

•}• Nulla fcriptura nos aocuit verfus orientem orarc. 
Vtde DuranL Rat, Lib, v. Cap. ii. 

P Orandi Ritus antiquus ChrifUanorum, Judaico con- 
trarius, quo ad Solem Orientem converli precabantur, 
nuUo folldo nititur Fundamento. Vide Indicem Tbeologia 
Gent His isfr. in Voc, Orandi. 

^ QuoA fcilicet Confuetudo obvertendi fe ad Orien- 
tem adotandl caufa, ab Idololatria ortum fuum habuiile 
videttur, nempe a Soils orlentis Adoratione : quae om- 
nium prima & antiquiffima videtur fuifle Idololatria. 
hud, Capp^l, ubi fupfa, 

Q the 
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over the venerable Aflies of the ancient 
Fathers ; and for this Reafon I hope to 
find the more Indulgence myfelf, ihould 
I not be able hereafter fo religioufly 
to keep my Countenance under all the 
violent Temptations to the contrary, which 
may occur thro* the Courfe of a D i s- 
<^u I s I T I o N from the Beginning of 
the World to this Day. The Man, who 
in fo immenfe a Trad of Time can 
meet with nothing to make him fmile, 
muft certainly have been indufted, cither 
into the Cave of Trtppbonm^ or the Vica- 
rage of ---- But fince it is, in Faft, a 
Subjeft, wherein many Points will be found 
to arife, that may ferve to divert, as 
Well as inform die World about us, it 
were Pity it ihould languifli in the Hands 
of a deprefs'd and drooping Genius, when 
it is fo capable of being cultivated by 
one more fortunate and joyous. Cut fa- 
dies Rifus. And to fuch an one I hear- 
tily commend it, and fhall freely com* 
municate my Obfervations : And haying 
traverfed the Country before him (if he be 
one that loves a Day's Sport, as I mufl: 
own I once did myfelf ) this I fliall now 

tell him for his Encouragement He 

will find the Covers Thirty and Game Plen- 
ty. But for me, iot jam labentibus annis 
For ten long Years the ftanding 
Objeft of a Fa6tion*s Rage, *ti$ time that 
I retire, Et fatis eft monftraffe Viam. 

FINIS, 
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